
POLITICS AND GOVERNMENT IN SPAIN (only first semester)  

1. Objectives  

This course aims to offer a general understanding of the basic 
foundations of politics and government in Spain from Franco’s regime up 
to the democracy. During the course institutional aspects along with the 
dynamics of the political process will be studied. To be precise, the 
precedents of the present-day political system, the way of governing in 
Spain, the democratic institutions, the model of territorial organisation of 
the State, the political parties system, the electoral evolution in Spain and 
the political culture of the Spanish will be all studied.  

Certain activities will be organised outside the academic syllabus, 
such as visits to institutions, attendance at conferences, etc., on which the 
students will write a short piece of work.  

The following set of course subjects is the basic syllabus which will 
be followed in class. Just before the beginning of the course the teacher 
will give out a more detailed outline of each topic.  

2. Content  

FIRST SECTION: the precedents of the Spanish political 
system.Topic 1: Franco’s regime.Topic 2: The political transition to 
democracy in Spain and the constituentprocess. 

SECOND SECTION: the political and institutional bases of the 
system.  
Topic 3: The form of the state in Spain: the regional state.  
Topic 4: The power structure in Spain:  

4.1 The parliamentary monarchy.  
4.2 The government.  
4.3 The general courts.  
4.4 Judicial power.  

THIRD SECTION: political process and protagonists in Spain.  
Topic 5: The political parties in Spain: the parties system.  
Topic 6: Electoral system, electoral evolution and electoral 



behaviour.  
Topic 7: Spanish political culture.  

FOURTH SECTION: Spain in the world.  
Topic 8: Spanish foreign policy.  

3. Activities  

The students will attend the usual class lectures.  

4. Assessment  

In order to pass this course, regular class attendance and 
participation is compulsory as well as passing the final exam - in the 
month of December - on the dates set by the Authorities in the Centre. 
The basic material to be studied for the exam will be the notes taken by 
the student on the teacher’s explanations in class, however if the students 
widen their knowledge by reading the recommended textbook or the 
books on the following bibliography list or from the activities carried out 
in class, this will also be taken into account and assessed.  

If the students wish, they may do a short piece of work based on 
one of the topics from the syllabus and this would constitute up to a third 
of the final mark. The students can also count on the teacher for 
individual help if they decide to do this. This is completely voluntary, 
however if the students wish to obtain a “Distinction”, they must do this 
extra piece of work. Under no circumstances will a student be allowed to 
hand in an essay instead of doing a mid-term or final exam.  

The global course mark will depend on the exam, class attendance, 
active participation and the piece of work. Each one carries 25% of the 
final mark although it is a requisite of the Centre that the students obtain a 
minimum mark of 5 in the exam and have attended 80% of the classes to 
have attendance, participation and the piece of work taken into account.  
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